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Expertly designed and 
manufactured by Cabinetree, 
the open-concept kitchen is the 
heart of Todd and Shelley Kent’s 
new home in Keene.

When Shelley and Todd KenT 
left Peterborough for career opportunities 
elsewhere in Ontario, they knew they’d be 
back. “Our long-term plan was always to 
build our forever home and move back to 
Peterborough,” says Shelley. 

They found their forever home last fall in 
Keene, a short drive east of the city – a new 
custom house built by Hawthorn Creek 

Building Co. “It had everything we were 
looking for,” says Todd.  “We absolutely love 
it,” Shelley agrees.

The four-bedroom bungalow with a 
walkout is roomy enough to host visits by 
their grown daughter Carley, a schoolteacher 
in Milton, and son Austin, an assistant 
superintendent at an Aurora golf course. The 
large, open-concept living room and adjoining 
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every little thing. He was genuinely interested 
in us as a couple and family moving into this 
house,” says Todd. “We’re so impressed with 
his approach and how much he cares about 
the house and how much he cares about us 
being pleased with the house.”

Born and raised in Peterborough, Peter 
started his renovation business in Toronto, 
remodelling home interiors, kitchens, 
bathrooms and basements. His business grew 
to full-home gut and remodelling projects 
and eventually new home construction, an 
enterprise he brought with him when he 
moved back to the Peterborough area.

“With this particular house, I was 
interested in trying a spec home build for 
a more discerning buyer, one who would 
otherwise elect to build their own custom 
home,” Peter says. “My goal was to build a 
stronger, tighter, more efficient home with a 
clever and practical floor plan that balanced 
privacy with open-concept, and a design 
aesthetic that struck the right balance 
between rustic and modern.” 

Building homes is not simply a job, a 
business or a way to earn a living, according 
to Peter. He enjoys the planning and building, 
researching new materials, new building 
science and methods, while continually 
striving to improve the quality of his firm’s 
work. “I like things that are built to last,” 
he says.” “I love quality craftsmanship 
and materials, so I make every attempt to 
surround myself with crew members and 
tradespeople who also take pleasure in paying 
attention to the details.” 

TOP: Stone and Cape Cod 
wood siding clad the exterior of 
the Kent home, nestled into a 
one-acre forested lot. ABOVE: 
Hawthorn Creek Building Co. 
owner Peter Telford enjoys 
building things that last. LEFT: 
The Kents saved treasured 
belongings from their previous 
homes to furnish their new 
house. OPPOSITE, TOP RIGHT: 
At the back of the home, a 
large deck with a freestanding 
fireplace overlooks a protected 
wetland on the Indian River and 
Rice Lake. It’s a great place to 
watch the sunrise. MIDDLE: The 
couple uses one of the home’s 
four bedrooms as a dining 
room. BOTTOM: A vaulted 
living room ceiling enhances the 
open space. Walls are painted 
City Loft by Sherwin-Williams. 
Floors are sheathed in three-
quarter-inch ash.

Cabinetree kitchen are the heart of the 
home. “We wanted the kitchen to be the focal 
point of the house, where everyone would 
meet and congregate, outside of COVID days, 
obviously,” says Todd.

Finished in Cape Cod wood siding and 
stone, the country home sits on an acre of 
land, shielded on three sides by mature trees. 
The backyard forest borders a protected 
marshland on the Indian River with a distant 
view of Rice Lake. “It’s very scenic,” says Todd. 
“It’s very private as well.”

The front porch with a stamped concrete 
walkway, vaulted living room ceiling, heated 
bathroom floors, large deck for outdoor 

entertaining and oversize garage all appealed 
to the couple. Exceptional finishes, tall 
baseboards and clever kitchen storage 
solutions were also winning qualities. But 
perhaps the most remarkable aspect of the 
new home was the expert craftsmanship and 
attention to detail. “My dad is someone who 
always measures three times and cuts once,” 
says Todd. “You could tell Peter and his crew 
were exactly like my dad in this house – every 
little detail was meticulously covered.” 

Peter is Hawthorn Creek Building Co. 
owner Peter Telford, who spent three hours 
with Todd during a walk-through and home 
inspection. “Peter took the time to show me 
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“Our lOng-term
plan was always
tO build Our
fOrever hOme
and mOve back tO
peterbOrOugh.”
– shelley kent 
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Bob Wilson Masonry & Restoration 
constructed the home’s stately, grey stone 
facade, supplied by Doughty Masonry 
Center. Ray Johnston & Sons Heating 
and Air Conditioning installed the home’s 
highly efficient heating, ventilation and cooling 
system while Peter Rennie Electrical 
wired the home, and Norm’s Cash & Carry 
supplied plumbing fixtures for the waterworks.

As certified ICF (Insulating Concrete 
Form) installers, Hawthorn Creek built the 
home with Amvic R30 block from the footings 

to the roof trusses of the home and garage. 
The roof over both, built by Brad McCall 
Roofing, is R60. The basement floor is 
insulated below the concrete slab. “It’s easy to 
tell the home is highly energy-efficient,” says 
Todd. “It can be very cool in the summer and it 
can be very warm in the winter even without 
the furnace or the air conditioner on,” he says.

Returning to the region has brought 
Todd and Shelley closer to their families in 
Peterborough. It also moved Todd nearer to 
the Kawartha Golf & Country Club where 

he’s been a member for 42 years. Shelley, a 
registered practical nurse, works part-time 
in Peterborough. Todd, a business innovation 
director at PepsiCo Foods Canada, can work 
from his home office in the ground floor family 
room, where he can gaze at the view of Rice Lake 
or monitor a championship golf tournament 
on their large-screen television. In the adjacent 
basement workshop and crafts room, Chris 
Heckle of Johnston’s Greenhouse and 
Landscaping, supplied a putting green 
where Todd can practise when he pleases.

ABOVE: The primary 
bedroom is designed and 
wired so that bedroom 
furniture can be positioned 
on either exterior wall to 
suit the owners’ preference. 
A large en suite has in-floor 
heating and his-and-her 
sinks. RIGHT: A main-
floor laundry room sits 
conveniently near the 
kitchen, main entrance and 
bedrooms. A transom-style 
bedroom window above 
the headboard can be kept 
open even during a rain. The 
bed is from The Clearing 
House Outlet.

Continued on page 60

Residential • Commercial • Fully Insured

All Types of Roofing • Shingles • Flat Roofing • Skylights 
Custom Flashing & Fascia • Seamless Eavestrough

ContaCt us today  
for your 

free estimate!
bmcroofing@hotmail.com

705-930-5205Brad McCall Roofing

705.772.7233  |  www.hawthorncreek.ca  |  info@hawthorncreek.ca

We  B u i l d  B e a u t i f u l  C u s t o m  H o m e s

WELL DESIGNED  •   WELL PLANNED  •   WELL BUILT

You’ll Love Our Garage Doors
Inside and Out

Thermacore® Collection insulated 
garage doors from Overhead Door 
are built to deliver superior ther-
mal efficiency to resist the heat 
and cold.

Eye-catching designs. Innovative 
construction. A vast selection of 
choice and colours to give your 
home the perfect look.

Trust the experts.
The people who invented 
the upward-acting garage 

door in 1921.

705-748-2690   www.overheaddoorptbo.ca

Overhead Door Company of Peterborough
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Since moving in during the winter, the couple have been making the 
house their own. New furniture and appliances from The Clearing 
House Outlet complement treasured belongings. “We’ve been 
redecorating using some of the accessories that we gathered throughout 
the years,” says Shelley. They enlisted John Leacy of Creative Styles 
to install window shades throughout the home.

The kitchen, with a picture window overlooking the forested 
backyard, is Shelley’s favourite space. “We have a large island and it 
brings us all together,” she says. “When our kids are here with their 
significant others, it just brings us all together as a family.” 

The couple are learning about country life. They’re growing a new 

lawn and plan to erect a garden shed for tools, outdoor equipment and 
supplies. “We’re just trying to bring a bit of our city roots out to the 
country, but understanding that things are definitely different out in 
the country,” says Todd. “We have wonderful neighbours. We are very 
fortunate that way.”

Peter provided the Kents with hundreds of photos showing various 
steps in the home’s construction so they know exactly how it was built. 
He also furnished them with a thick binder containing brochure and 
warranty information for the home’s many components. “If we have to 
replace something we have all that documentation, all the warranties,” says 
Todd. “We feel very fortunate to be living in a house that Peter built.”  OH

LocaL SoURce GUIDe
• Alf Curtis Home Improvements Inc. • Bob Wilson 

Masonry & Restorat ion • Brad McCal l  Roofing 

• Cabinetree • Castleridge Concrete Inc. • Creative Styles 

• Doughty Masonry Center • Drafting Innovations • FCI 

Windows • Gerow Excavating • Hawthorn Creek Building 

Company • ICF Pro Store • Johnston’s Greenhouse 

and Landscaping • Kawartha Stair & Rail • Kingdon 

Timber Mart • Lockside Trading Company • Monaghan 

Lumber Specialties • Norm’s Cash & Carry • Peter 

Rennie Electrical • Peterborough Glass & Windows • Ray 

Johnston & Sons Heating and Air Conditioning • (Ryan) 

Robertson Concrete • The Clearing House Outlet

RIGHT: In the ground-
floor workshop and crafts 
room, Todd keeps his 
golf strokes honed on a 
putting green supplied by 
Johnston’s Greenhouse 
and Landscaping. BELOW: 
Todd’s home office in the 
family room shares space 
with a pool table and a table 
hockey game.

Beautiful CaBinetry
Built in PeterBorough
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