
sSome people purchase a waterside property 
to get away from the frantic pace of city living. 
Not so with Shawn and Cathy Brown. The 
couple was content to reside in the bustling 
Toronto community they formerly called home 
until a serious accident caused them to seek 
out quieter surroundings. 

“Shawn suffered a significant injury in 2017 
while we were vacationing in Ireland, and 
after he arrived home following a months-long 
hospital stay, our noisy downtown Toronto 
condo was no longer an ideal setting for us,” 

Cathy says. “We decided that we wanted a 
place on water to help manage the ongoing 
effects of the accident, and since Shawn grew 
up in Peterborough and still has family in 
the area, the Kawarthas were our first choice 
when it came to relocating.”

In July of 2018, after finding and purchasing 
the Otonabee River house they now call home, 
the couple began the process of reimagining 
the dark, segmented space. “We loved the 
quiet location and knew that the house had 
great potential, but we were also very aware 

Pretty 
Peaceful

A once dark and closed-off Otonabee River home 
gets a major style upgrade.

StORy liz Bruckner   |   PhOtOgRAPhy Harold clark
flORAlS  Miss Grove & co.

Bright white cabinets impart a fresh, clean look 
while the blue island, contemporary countertops, 
modern light fixtures and adjustable stools enhance 
the area with style. The abundance of natural light 
makes this an ideal spot to savour the afternoon sun. 
opposite: Peter Telford of Hawthorn Creek Building 
Co., homeowners Cathy and Shawn Brown, and 
Warren Rose of Monaghan Lumber Specialties.

Continued on page 56
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Mixing furniture from their Toronto condo with pieces
purchased locally, the Browns have created a dining
area that feels both cosy and modern. “I particularly
love the tall, wooden stand in this space because it
belonged to my grandfather, who brought it on the
RMS Carpathia many decades ago,” says Cathy.

“We wanted a home that felt
comfortable and modern yet 
cosy and traditional, and we 
couldn’t be happier with the 
tranquil, lakeside feeling that’s 
been created here.” - Cathy Brown
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Handcrafted by 
two Parry Sound 
artists, this stunning 
stained-glass feature 
simultaneously adds 
interest and privacy.

that it would require extensive renovations,” Cathy says. That’s where 
peter telford of Hawthorn creek Building co. stepped in. Having 
worked with him at their previous homes in the GTA, the couple was 
thrilled when Peter, now based in Peterborough, agreed to take on the 
challenge of rebuilding this home.

“Having him onboard was a relief because we knew he was 
capable of managing all the moving parts associated with this type of 
project, and that he would create a space that would not only work 
for our current requirements, but also for our eventual transition into 

Continued on page 58

“Sitting here and looking at the backyard now 
versus when we first saw this decrepit space 
seems like a night-and-day difference,” says 
Shawn. “The home is all we hoped for and this 
view is one of the best parts of it.” aBove 
leFt: A hardworking space that’s also stylish, 
this entryway features an impressive fixture 
from Lockside Trading Company. 

Beautiful Kitchens
Built In Peterborough

705.745.9042  |  Visit our Showroom 600 Neal Dr. Peterborough  |  www.cabinetree.biz

Get quality craftsmanship and great prices 
by getting your kitchen directly from the manufacturer.

Call us for a free quote today!
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retirement,” she says. “He immediately saw the 
vision we had and started to put processes in 
place to make the transformation happen.”

Those processes involved a complete 
overhaul of the 850 sq. ft. main floor, as well 
as the 750 sq. ft. basement. Peter and his team, 
along with insight from architectural designer 
Bobbie-Jo sundstrum of Hideaway 
Homes, began by pulling out half of the 
centre support wall and framing a vaulted 
ceiling in the home’s main-floor living areas. 
Once complete, they tackled the next sizeable 
renovation on the agenda: removing one of 
three original tiny bedrooms on the main 
floor and allotting its space to the principal 
bedroom and open-concept living areas. “This 
change alone completely altered the flow of 
the home,” says Shawn. “The footprint makes 
so much more sense now.”

Throughout the myriad renovations in the 
home – almost every square inch was updated, 

aBove leFt: The home’s principal bedroom is 
a haven of calm for the couple, with natural light 
enhancing the serenity of the space. aBove riGHt: 
Functional with decorative touches, this bathroom 
checks all the boxes. riGHt and BottoM riGHt: 
Additional bedrooms for guests and the couple’s 
children are bright, pretty and polished.

Continued on page 60

New Store...
...same great service!

We’re here for all of your upcoming spring home and cottage projects. 
Stop by our Lakefield or Peterborough locations to take a look and 
speak to our friendly staff about how we can help!

New & expanded Areas of Service: Exterior & interior finishes, 
doors & windows, kitchen & bath, paint & hardware

 LAkefieLd: 1873 8th Line • 705-652-3361
 Peterborough: 309 Lansdowne St E • 705-749-1144

kingdontimbermart.ca

705.772.7233  |  www.hawthorncreek.ca  |  peter@hawthorncreek.ca

We  B u i l d  B e a u t i f u l  C u s t o m  H o m e s

WELL DESIGNED  •   WELL PLANNED  •   WELL BUILT
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from all new mechanicals and spray-foam insulation to a new roof and 
bright, custom-designed cabinetree kitchen – the couple mindfully 
chose as many materials, suppliers and businesses from the Kawarthas 
as possible. Among the contributors: kingdon timbermart, 
which provided timbers and building supplies, Fci Windows and 
doors, which supplied the home’s new windows and front door, and 
Monaghan lumber specialties, which provided interior doors, 
hardwood and vinyl flooring, trim and mouldings. They also supplied 
tile for the foyer and main bathroom, the lumber and rails for the deck, 

as well as the home’s exterior board-and-batten siding. 
By the time Shawn and Cathy were ready to move in last March, 

their home on the water had been completely transformed. 
“We love how it’s all come together, how seamlessly we’ve 

transitioned to living in Peterborough, how warmly welcomed we’ve 
been by our wonderful neighbours – all of it,” Cathy says. “We wanted 
a home that felt comfortable and modern yet cosy and traditional, and 
we couldn’t be happier with the tranquil, lakeside feeling that’s been 
created here. It’s our ideal home, now and for the future.”  OH

A light-filled, welcoming 
room, this recreational 
area features furniture 
from Lockside Trading 
Company and Knock 
on Wood, and a chic 
fireplace from Fires Alive. 

“This is the other favourite view,” she laughs. “It’s amazing to live so close
to the water and to be able to enjoy all the activities that come with it.”

“This is one of our favourite views of the property,” says Cathy. “We love the 
contrast of the blue siding and wood deck, combined with the stone finishings.”

To Experience World Class,
Canadian Made Windows & Doors

Visit Our Showroom Outside of
Peterborough.

2129 Davis Rd., Cavan Monaghan
(virtual appointments available 

upon request)

monaghanlumber.com
705.742.9353
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